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Chapter 1 by moveslikejaeger 
Prologue 


For the first time in my life | am actually lost. Wild macaws mock my current situation from the 


canopy of mango trees overhead, cawing and cackling. I’d wring their little feathered necks if 
they weren't so high up. “Juan?” | call out to my Amazonian guide, trying to make my voice 
louder than all of the jungle animal’s chatter. | hear a capuchin monkey chirp loudly, and a half- 
eaten fruit hit me in the head. | gritted my teeth as | picked the thing back up but just as | was 


going to pitch it back up and get even with the little jokers, | recognized the fruit as a cacao fruit, 


and remembered how many of those trees grew near the campsite | had become separated 
from on atrip to the bathroom. My heart begins to pound at the prospect of returning to a 


familiar place. My feet carefully navigate the root and moss covered ground, aiming for where | 


think the campsite is. My hopes are shattered when | hear the voice of the last person | would 
want to cross my path. | took a step back as the crazy woman pushed her large, round glasses up 


the bridge of her sweaty, freckled nose at the sight of me, her wild eyes twitching as her fellow 
artifact collectors also appeared behind the mammoth fern bush blocking my path. “Fancy 


caaina yn hara Chaca” Cha nantad 
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